The public hospitals of the state of Solothurn, Switzerland, are developing an XML-based computerized patient record system in order to replace the previous classic one. In this new system clinical information will not be consolidated in archives, but queries will be made in real-time and displayed to users. This technology uses SOAP based protocols. In order to guarantee the results, patient and case identification are necessary. However, the granularity of this information is based on administrative needs and is not sufficient to answer clinical needs. Previous experience has shown that classical administrative interfaces require metadescriptions that can support end-users needs. The author names this meta-description an "asynchrone interface", because it does not more meet the 1:1 relationship with data, in contrary to usual synchrone interfaces. This paper describes this interface, its development and implementation.
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